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WIKITREE.COM
• Falmouth Genealogical Society – 12 Aug 2021 

• http://www.SearsR.com/wikitree

• L. Ray Sears, III is an engineer and forensic genealogist.  
He has been researching the Sears Family history since 
1976 and published the 2d Edition of the Sears 
Genealogical Catalogue in 2019. His family has lived on 
Quivet Neck in East Dennis since the original Richard 
Sears arrived in 1639. He is a member of the Cape Cod 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution 
recognizing the service of his 3rd-grt-Grandfather Elkanah
Sears of Quivet Neck. He has edited the Cape Cod 
Genealogical Society’s Bulletin and now the Journal for 
eleven years. His blogsite, 
http://capecodfolks.blogspot.com/ focuses on his work on 
Cape Cod ancestors. His book “Let Go To Listen” is a 
compilation of ruminations about Cape Cod that have been 
published over the past twenty years. He can be reached at 

LRSears@gmail.com.



WIKI

• Wiki Wiki is evidently a Hawai’ian term meaning very quickly

• A website that allows visitors to make contributions and changes 
or corrections:

• Share- remember Kindergarten

• Hold hands and stick together

• Don’t take what’s not yours

• Never do Genealogy while angry



CROWD SOURCED SITES

• Put others to work for you
• Build on the shoulders of other’s work
• Accept that mistakes can be made (and 

corrected)
• Wikipedia
• Archive.org
• Google / Yelp reviews



WIKI FAMILY TREE SITES

• FamilySearch.org – Family Tree (1.3 bil)

• Geni.com – World Family Tree (155 mil) $

• Wikitree.com – (~30 mil)



FAMILYSEARCH.ORG

• Free

• Many sources available

• Many complaints about duplicate records

• Many complaints about inaccuracies



FAMILYSEARCH.ORG



FAMILSEARCH.ORG

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/LD5H-9XV



GENI.COM

• Free  (Pro version $120/yr)

• Pay to merge and add matches

• Works with My Heritage

• Privacy unreliable



WIKITREE.COM

• Free

• Privacy is key

• RootsSearch tool

• Duplicates easy to merge

• International

• Disadvantage- Fewer profiles

• https://genealogytools.com/should-you-contribute-to-
wikitree-a-review/





HONOR CODE

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Special:Honor_Code



ELEMENTS OF WIKITREE
• One tree that everyone shares

• “PROFILE”- one profile per person

• Profile Manager (watch list)

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sears-2480

• “SPACE” – (Thing) a place to collect general information

• Town

• School

• Cemetery

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:Cape_Cod

• “PROJECT”- team based (5 people), mission statement



PROFILE DETAILS

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Sears-2479



PRIVACY



EDIT EXISTING PROFILE



CATEGORIES

• Quivet Neck Cemetery, East Dennis, Barnstable, Mass

• [[Category: Quivet Neck Cemetery, East Dennis, 
Massachusetts]]

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Quivet_Neck
_Cemetery%2C_East_Dennis%2C_Massachusetts



TEMPLATES

Provides a pre-formatted “badge”
{{Veteran Recognition
| badge-image =Military_Badges_and_Insignia-3.png
| nationality =United States
| branch =Army
| start-year = 1918
| end-year = 1919
| text =Cpl. Co. G. 22 Engineers, WWI
}}



TEMPLATES

{{Descendant|id=[[Brewster-4|Elder William 
Brewster]] GSMD #99,372}}

{{PGM Descendant|[[Bacon-95|Nathaniel Bacon]]}}



NEW PROFILE

• Add a person

• Connect to existing family 

• (use profile Edit menu button)

• New Person 

• (Use top level menu)



FREE-SPACE

• Information about any topic

• Cemetery

• School

• Geographical region

• Book

• Family

• Organization



ANCIENT SEARS CEMETERY

• https://tinyurl.com/ya2vhhvl



CEMETERY RELATIONSHIPS



TOMBSTONE LOCATIONS

https://www.wikitree.com/photo/jpg/Ancient_Sears_Cemetery_West_Brewster_Barnsta
ble_Mass-1



TOMBSTONE SKETCH



FREE SPACE - BOOK

• Use to provide source information

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:The_Descendants
_of_Richard_Sares_%28Sears%29_of_Yarmouth%2C_
Mass.%2C_1638-1888



WIKITREE FEATURES

• Projects

• DNA

• Family Tree and Tools

• Research



PROJECTS

• Search method

• site:wikitree.com mayflower project

• Mayflower Project

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Mayflower

• Puritan Great Migration Project

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Puritan_Great
_Migration



MAYFLOWER PROJECT

• Passenger Category

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Mayflower_P
assengers



PURITAN GREAT MIGRATION (PGM) 
PROJECT

• Project page

• https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Puritan_Great
_Migration

• Watchlist

• https://www.wikitree.com/index.php?title=Special:
WatchedList&p=11853361



DNA

• An excellent place to explore

• YDNA

• Autosomal DNA

• mtDNA

• Link to Ancestry, 23andMe, FTDNA and 
GEDMATCH



FAMILY TREE AND TOOLS

• Tree to 2nd Great Grandparents



RESEARCH



EXTERNAL SEARCH- ROOTS SEARCH



OTHER FEATURES

• Changes & Corrections

• Menu

• Maps

• Social Media

• Badges and Honors



CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS

• Everything can be fixed



CHANGE DETAILS



MENU

• My WikiTree
• Sears-3708 (current profile)
• Add
• Find
• Help



MENU – MY WIKITREE



SUGGESTIONS



MENU- PROFILE- SEARS-XXXX



MENU – ADD 



MAPS

• Wikitree+

• https://wikitree.sdms.si/2018.htm



SOCIAL MEDIA

• Email

• Daily Activity message (Watch List)

• Direct message from another Wikitreer

• G2G

• Broadcast to all Wikitree users



ACTIVITY EMAIL



BADGES AND HONORS


